
Omagh Academy Policy on Pupil use of Mobile Digital Devices 
 
In the interests of protecting pupils and of the smooth running of the school, the use of mobile phones and 

other electronic devices within school is limited.  

1.   A pupil who brings a mobile phone or other electronic device to school does so at their own risk.  

2.   Pupils are not permitted to use mobile phones in school or during formal school events taking place 

at other locations. Mobile phones must be kept switched off within the school premises between 

8.30 am and 3.35 pm.  

3.  Pupils are prohibited at all times from using the camera facility on any mobile digital device e.g.  

within the school premises and on school trips and sporting events unless permission has been 

granted by the teacher in charge. The uploading of images associated with the school e.g. pupils in 

uniform, to social media apps such as WhatsApp and snapchat is strictly prohibited.  

4.  Digital cameras must not be brought to school without the permission of a senior member of staff 

[Head of Year, Head of Department etc.] and then only for a specific purpose, agreed in advance.  

5.  Any pupil discovered to be in breach of the above rules will be disciplined and have the device 

confiscated. Under normal circumstances, confiscated phones/cameras will be available for 

collection at 3.30 pm from the School Office.  

6. Pupils and parents should be aware that use of any electronic digital device (e.g. camera phones, 

tablets etc.) to record or transmit images or sound, without the prior agreement of the pupil or 

member of staff concerned, is potentially a serious matter that could result in suspension from 

school.  

7.  Pupils sitting formal or public examinations are reminded that mobile phones MUST NOT be 

brought into the examination hall. Switching off the phone is NOT sufficient. Possession of a mobile 

phone in the examination hall is considered to be a serious infringement of the regulations, resulting 

at the very least in disqualification from that examination. A pupil discovered actually using a phone 

in an examination would be liable to disqualification from all examinations in the series. This 

decision is taken by the Examination Board not the School.  

8.  In exceptional cases a mobile phone may be used for communicating with parents/carers during the 

school day, but only with permission from a senior member of staff [e.g. Head of Year or Head of 

Department].  

9.  Digital devices owned by the school, such as i-pads, must be treated with care and only used in the 

way specified by the teacher.  

10.  Pupils in the sixth Form can use their own digital devices e.g. lap tops, within the Sixth Form centre, 

provided their use is restricted to private study. Permission to bring a personal digital device will be 

withdrawn if this restriction is breached. The safe keeping of any such device is the sole 

responsibility of the owner.  

11.  Breaches of this policy will be subject to disciplinary measures as outlined in the school’s 

behavioural management policy. 

Signed _____________________________________ (Pupil)  Date___________________ 

  

Signed _________________________________________ (Parent)  Date_____________________ 



 


