
Hello to all Year 6 parents 

At this moment I would much prefer to warmly welcome you in person to an information meeting in 

Omagh Academy. 

Unfortunately, under the circumstances, that is not possible so I am presenting to you from a 

distance.  Should you have any questions or queries by the end of this presentation, please do not 

hesitate to contact me and my colleagues in school by telephone 028 8224 2688 (8.30am – 4.30pm) 

or by email info@omaghacademy.omagh.ni.sch.uk. 

Criteria 

Omagh Academy will continue to use the Association for Quality Education (AQE) Common Entrance 

Assessment (CEA) to admit pupils to Year 8.  Applicants to Omagh Academy will be placed in rank 

order of AQE CEA result and the first 95 candidates will be accepted.  

Other criteria will be used to distinguish between any pupils tied for 95th place. 

AQE CEA 

The AQE Common Entrance Assessment consists of three tests lasting one hour and 10 minutes 

each.  There is a charge of £60 to cover all three tests.  The questions are on English and 

Mathematics. This year the assessments are more accessible in recognition of the impact of the 

pandemic.  The modifications are outlined in two support documents which can be accessed on the 

AQE website.  Printed copies are available from the School Office.  There is no charge for those 

pupils in receipt of Free School Meals. 

The tests are taken at Omagh Academy. Pupils may sit the tests at one school or centre and apply to 

a different school. 

Past papers showing examples of questions are available from the AQE website or the School Office. 

For each set of papers, an analysis is available to indicate the omissions and/or changes required to 

make the paper relevant for preparation for the 2021 assessment.  Again these analysis documents 

are available on the website, or, with the papers in the School Office. 

Registration 

Registration is now open and will close on Friday 24th September 2021 at 5pm. 

Registration may be completed online at https://aqe.org.uk/applications-for-registration-2021-

2022/.  Guidance notes are also provided.  Alternatively, a paper version of the application form can 

be downloaded at the same link.  Registration Forms are also available from the School Office.   

If you need any help with the registration process, staff at Omagh Academy will be delighted to 

assist you. 

(Late applications will incur a fee of £90.) 

Familiarisation evening 

We will invite all pupils who have chosen to sit their AQE test in Omagh Academy to school on 

Thursday 4th November 2021 at 7.00pm for a familiarisation evening.  This is a “dry run” for the 

pupils to put them at ease.  They will experience their rooms and seats in preparation for the tests.  

They will also hear the rules and procedures and complete some administration. 
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At the same time, (DE guidelines permitting), parents will be invited to a presentation to outline the 

final arrangements. 

The Tests 

The three 1 hour 10 minute tests will take place on 20th November 2021, 27th November 2021 and 

4th December 2021.  Each will start at 10.00am. 

The best two results are used to award the final score.  It is essential to sit two tests.  Nearly all 

pupils sit all three tests. 

After the tests 

Pupils and parents are warmly invited to Omagh Academy’s Open Night on Thursday 13th January 

2022 (DE guidelines permitting). 

In February 2022, (date to be confirmed by the Education Authority), the online application process 

for a place at your chosen post-primary school will be completed. 

In May 2022 , (date to be confirmed by the Education Authority), parents will be informed of the 

allocated post-primary school. 

At any time, please do not hesitate to contact Omagh Academy if you feel uncertain or are unsure of 

the process. 

Special Arrangements 

Access arrangements 

Special Circumstances 

Special Provisions 

Access arrangements  

Access arrangements allow candidates with specific significant needs to access the assessment.  

Examples of access arrangements might be extra time for dyslexia, enlarged papers for visual 

impairment or wheelchair access for physical disability.  The decision on whether or not to grant 

access arrangements will be made by a panel of assessors at AQE and the outcome will be forwarded 

to the parents and Omagh Academy. 

Access arrangements must be applied for by completing Form ACC/21 and, together with all relevant 

accompanying evidence, should be returned to the AQE Office on or before Monday 4th October 

2021 at 5pm.  Access arrangements cannot be applied for online. 

Special Circumstances 

This is an arrangement that permits an adjustment of the marks received by a candidate after the 

assessment has taken place, where the assessment has been carried out in adverse circumstances. 

Examples of special circumstances might be illness or bereavement on test day.  Medical and other 

evidence of the adverse circumstances must be gathered at the time of the test and kept safely 

and securely. 

Special circumstances must be applied for on Form SC/21 and uploaded, together with all relevant 

evidence, to the Education Authority at the time of application in February 2022. 



Special Provisions 

Examples of special provisions are when a child is unable to sit a test for a valid reason such as illness 

or if a child has been largely education outside of Northern Ireland.  The application for Special 

Provisions is the same as for Special Consideration, on Form SC/21, to be uploaded, together with 

accompanying evidence, at the time of application in February 2022. 

Omagh Academy 

Why should the pupils sit the AQE assessments in order to apply to attend Omagh Academy?  I 

believe there are four reasons: 

1. The Positive Atmosphere/Ethos    

Omagh Academy has a very positive atmosphere; the pupils are highly motivated; they aim to 

please.  There are excellent relationships between staff and pupils based on mutual respect.   

2. The Quality of Care and Support 

Our pastoral system is designed to make sure each pupil is happy at school and gets the most out of 

their time at school.  Every child in Omagh Academy is valued 

3. Academic Success  

Our pupils enjoy a lot of success in their examinations.  We are delighted to celebrate with all pupils 

whose academic results are on target.   

4. The Opportunities Available  

Omagh Academy is buzzing.  We offer a huge range of extra-curricular activities that suit the many 

different interests and skills of our pupils. 

It is a pity that we cannot meet but I hope that this presentation has been informative.   If you have 

any further queries please do not hesitate to contact Omagh Academy by telephone 028 8224 2688 

or by email at info@omaghacademy.omagh.ni.sch.uk.  There is also a lot of helpful information of 

the AQE website, https://aqe.org.uk/.  

Should plans or arrangements change for any reason we will keep you updated through your 

Primary School principal and our school website, www.omaghacademy.com. 

Thank you for taking the time to listen to this presentation and I look forward to meeting you in the 

near future.  I wish you and your family well as you prepare for the AQE tests. 
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